From The Ministers Qesk.

The Importance of Right Motives
“And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.”
- Luke 14:27

Jesus was becoming very popular in His ministry — maybe too much so. People fol-
lowed Him in great numbers. The crowds swelled on a daily basis. But Jesus looked at
these people and, being God, knew their motives.

He recognized that most of them were not interested in spiritual things at all. They
wanted to be dazzled by a few miracles. Others heard that He had fed the hungry. A few
hoped He would overthrow Rome and established the kingdom of God.

There were various reasons people had for following Him, but He realized many of
them were following Him for the wrong reason. Thus, He made a series of statements
intentionally designed to thin out the ranks. He wanted to be left with those who really
wanted to follow Him — not fair-weather followers but true, committed disciples and
soldiers.

In the same way in the church today, there are many people who are not really inter-
ested in the spiritual. God wants us to follow Him for the right motives.

Jesus said, “Whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disci-
ple...Whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple” (Luke
14:27, 33). Here Jesus laid out plainly what it is to be His disciple, to be a soldier in His
service.

God has unusual set of mathematics. He subtracts in order to multiply. Sometimes we
think bigger is always better. But these words of Jesus show that He is more interested
in quality than He is in quantity. Yes, He wants everyone to come into the Kingdom. He
wants everyone to believe. But He wants us to come with the right motives, because a
halfhearted soldier can be more of a liability than an asset.
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If this is your first time to worship with us, please know that we are thrilled to share in your
journey of faith. We invite you to join in the singing of praises, praying, studying from God's Word; to
enjoy the warmth of just being together with fellow seekers. Our prayer is that you will feel the love &
grace of God during your worship experience this morning. We are honored to have you as our guest
today and look forward to meeting you after our worship service. May God bless you richly and deeply.
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Christ’s Blood: Romans 5:9
The Hon Spirit’s Gospel: Romans 5:9 Poteau church of Christ Purpose Statement:

er meeting in the MPB after evening service.  Ilett (Mandy); Shirley Hollan

Sunday Morning and Wednesday night - (Brende}/ L.orqtt'a’s sister); Sandra
College age students - 18-25 - meeting in the | Lum; Vicki Gillion (Sally); Glenda
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5:15 before Bible Study (La.rry E.).
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Sinner’s Faith: Acts 16:31 T.O bring people to Jesus and me.mb‘ership in ‘

his family, develop them to Christ like maturi-
Sinner’s Repentance: Luke 13:3 ty, and equip them for their ministry in the
church and life mission in the world, in order
to magnify God’s name.

Sinner’s Confession: Romans 10:10
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Sinner’s Baptism: 1 Peter 3:21 Poteau church of Christ small group ministry

Iy Christian’s Work: James 2:24 vision:
Wednesday @ 6:30 -Ladies class: Taught
by Sue Dunlap in the GAP classroom. Response Christian’s Hope: Romans 8:24 To see every person, from the core of the
Second Thursday Game Night — 6:00 Adonia Becerra’s court case has been church, to the ever-growing community, con-
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dismissed. God is good! She wants to

thank God for his mercy.




